
 
 
 
 
'How to get funded' 

 
As your academic career progresses, you’ll have to start acquiring funds to finance your 
research: you have to write proposals. You need a good, new idea – but that’s usually not the 
bottleneck. A good idea is a necessary, but not a sufficient condition for getting your proposal 
funded. In this workshop, the pointers and pitfalls of writing proposals will be presented – and 
we’ll investigate how considering these may help you improve your proposal. 

 
Prior to the course you’re asked to do homework: You have to write a brief (~three A4) 
proposal that will be discussed during the workshop. You will receive detailed instructions. 

 
Aim 
During the workshop we will explore what makes a good proposal, establish that some of 
the 'rules' of proposal-writing may seem counterintuitive, and compare these rules with 
writing a scientific paper. You will receive useful feedback on your own proposal, by both 
the trainer and your fellow workshop students. 

 
Content/approach 
We start the workshop with a theoretical, yet interactive, part and continue with joint 
exercises and discussions of the proposals you have written in light of your newly acquired 
insights. 

 
Intended for 
The course targets postdocs and PhD-students in the last year of their PhD-project aspiring 
an academic career. The course is most effective as the participants have already a concrete 
idea about a proposal of their own. Participation is voluntary. 

 
Duration, time and place 
This is a full-day, interactive course from 10:00 to 17:00 hours at the FOM bureau in Utrecht. 

 
Trainers 
The course will be given by professor Mischa Bonn. He was a group leader at the FOM- 
Institute AMOLF until recently, and is currently director at the Max-Planck Institute for 
Polymer Research in Mainz, Germany and extraordinary professor at the University of 
Amsterdam. Mischa has successfully jumped through all three VENI-VIDI-VICI hoops and 
has served on several proposal evaluation committees. 

 
Registration & costs 
FOM PhD students and postdocs will receive an invitation from the Central Personnel 
Department at FOM. To participate, you must sign up. Each course has a maximum of 14 
participants. The costs of the course will be paid by FOM, but an investment of 8 leave 
hours is expected from the participant. 


